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Diarrhea is any abnormal condition in the intestinal tract that causes
an unusual quantity of fluid to be excreted with the feces at frequent in-
tervals. It may occur at all ages, from very young animals to adults.

Cause .—Diarrhea in domestic rabbits is frequently the result of in-

fectious, parasitic, or other specific diseases. It may also be caused by
injudicious feeding as well as by sudden radical changes in the ration.

Symptoms .'—Symptoms in affected animals are a loose, watery stool

(frequently having an offensive odor), a rapid loss in weight, and general
debility followed by extreme weakness. Stained fur is often the first evi-

dence of sickness. Severe diarrhea, accompanied by indigestion resulting
from changing diet or spoiled feed, frequently terminates fatally within
24 hours.

Prevention and control.'—In many cases it is difficult, or even im-
possible, to differentiate between cases of acute diarrhea and the condition
known as bloat in domestic rabbits. The less acute condition of bloat may
show definite changes within the intestinal tract that are not observed in
cases of acute diarrhea. Only succulent green plants that are fresh should
be fed to domestic rabbits, and such food should be supplied daily in small
rather than in large quantities, at irregular intervals. Spoiled or moldy
feed should never be given. Affected anjjnals may respond to a boiled milk
and dry feed ration, including well-cured alfalfa hay and dry grain mixture.
Bismuth subnitrate or bismuth subgallate in doses of 3 or 4 grains has been
recommended for cases of acute diarrhea.
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